CPYRGHT

CPYRGHT

CHRCAGC TRIBUNT AR o a1

Approved For Release 2000/05/24 : CIA-RDP75-00149R00020033|

Dodd:Un,
j om All Sides
BY WILLARD EDWARDS
L Clitesizo Wi ¥

Washington, April 8;— A

STATINTL

“But for some reasony
which I cannot undersfand,
it has not used this weapon
anywhcre near as efj'ccmfo‘,y‘
«against the various commu-
nist front organizations which .
Ll

young-yare Taw school' grad-

ST T TS T
posed.

uate naméd Tom Dodd took
cover ouytside the little RBo-
hemia Lodge, near Mércor;
Wis., on April 22, 1934. 7, .
Inside were such: formi-
dable bandits of the period
as John Dillinger, Baby Face
Nelson and John Hamilton,
The 26 yewr old Dadd, with .«

Sen. Dod

“For my part, T would he
more than satisfied if our
press devoted as much co]-}
umn space in coming monfhs |
to exposing the subterrancan
operations of the Communist ,
party in this country as ihev
have in recent weeks to ex
posing the -excesses of the
Birch society.”

. was one of a Squad of Fed-
.cral Bureau of Inyestigation !
- agents tipped off to the out.
law gathering.

1In the resulting hail of bul- |
lets, Dodd saw one of his!
fetlow"agents killed and two |

men shot and killed one man !
and wounded {wo others, not
mobsters. All members of
the Dillinger gang. except:
three women; escaped.

Riskicr Job in Senate?

Twnety-seven.. years later,
Sen. Thomas J. Dodd |D.,
Conn} sometimes reflects
upon that ‘episode and won-
ders if thé dangers he en-
countered’ 3s hn FBI agent !
were not more endurable, in!

some degree, than those he!
confronts today. . B
est posts in ’Gongress—that
of -acting' chaisnlan of the
Sénate internfi ‘seurity sub-

-less than a year of training, [cism from left-wing organi-

|because Welch has said that | eign to legislators who Tiave

others wounded. The federal | -

zations which have cried for| Ilostility to Red Probes
exposure of the Birch society | Dodd’s perplexily is not for

a number of prominent/held similar posts in the past
Americans, inciuding former |Ue is the latest of a long fine
President Eisenhower, were of congressional leaders whe |
under communist influences. |have assumed the fask of oy
‘pusmg the communist con
spiracy in the United Stafes,
From the duvs of
‘tin Dies [D., Tex.), o

Demand Quiz of Weleh
These  organizalions  he-
siege - investigating  commit- |
tees with complaints when- irman of the House o
ever @ witness is asked i yiitlee, and the Tate Sen 1
he is & Communist and CON-AfeCarran [D., Nev.) head ol
sequently SUpports over e first Sepalo committee i
throw of the government by [yy,q field, the record has heen
Force' and violence. Such one of incessant controversy
questions, they charge, are Ajand well-publicized hostility
Invasion of a citizen’s POllﬁ',to cpngressional investigation
cal opinions and beliefs. lof suliversion.

They are demanding, how- | ggme observers sce in Dodd
gver, an interrogation of|, redemplance to McCarran
V‘Velchls political OPINIONS. iwho had the requisite cor
The Birch society is avowed- age “dombined with a scrupu- |
ly aoti-communist. 'lous regard for constitutional '

Pondering this paradox, ‘Elibcrtics. to survive the ordeal
Dodd  equated * the ultra- o personal abuse and criti-
rightists’ smears” of Welch»‘cism“"

=

committee ‘which “probes sub- ; Ton T . ; " '

versive activit'i?éé n the}zugeun‘s.t (,'Ln. Exsenh_ower with| 1 thé- Senate, he pursues

United States. the “naive softhcaded ap-iwhat he calls a modceric
The' peril attached 1o this\pwach of ultraliberals t“‘cnurse, lining up a good deal

position is not physical but
most members of Congress |
shy away in horror. from al
job which constantly invites |
political disaster. - ™
In recent..days, Dodd has‘
come &6 appreciate, more
keenly ,thin ever before
that he walks' a-{ightrope in
directing irtuiries into move-
ments designed.to undermine
Amerjcan security.
Inquiry Opens Wednesday
He has learned that he may
- be under fire from“both the
exireme right and the ex-
treme left, subject to bitter
criticism regardless of the
course he chooses to pursue.
Next Wednesday, Dodd will
call his subcommittee into
executive session to consider
demands that it investigate
the John Birch society, an
organization headed by Rob-
ert Welch, a retired New
England manufacturer.
It is a safe prediction that
the subcommittee will decide
that there is no evidence that

ward communism. Bothi(}f the time with his Demo

groups were giving aid and

cratic colleagues but halljn:

comfort to the gomnyumst-j“at waste and extravagance in |

cause, he said. L
They Cry Witeh Iunt
“There are those who close
their eyes to all the massive
evidence that communism is
an international conspiracy
committed to the destruction
of freedom and religion,”
Dodd  mnoted  “They ....cry
‘witch-hunt’ at ‘every effort
to investizate communist
front operations.

“At the ‘other exireme,
there are those who are sin-
cerely anti-communist but
who belicve that everyone
who disagrees with them is
cither a Communist or a dupe
of Communists, that every po-
litical figure guilty of an er-
ror in judgment or a policy
that failed, is, ipso facto, a
member of the communist
conspiracy.”

Go Easier on Reds !

Dodd remarked upon an-!

the justice department, where

igovernment, particularly in
- padministration of the foreiin

aid program, .

At 53, he Is while-haived,
quiet, almost self-effacing. lle
is an international lawyer of'
repute and made a name for
himself in the House by fight-
ing the status-of-forces treaty '
under which American scrv
icemen were tried for offens-
es under foreign laws.
 He was born in Norwich, !
Conn,, educated at Provi-
dence college and graduated
from Yale law school in 1933.
He spent the next two vears
in the FBI, then moved 1o

he served under five attor-
neyvs general. Ile was assist
ant chief of the civil rights
section and also was appoint-
ed as one of the American
prosecutors in the Nurem-
berg war trials.

He served two terms in the

olher puzzling phenomenon. House, was beaten in a Sen

ternal security of the nation. |liberal press have dev.

the society menaces the in-|Greatf sections of the so-called |ate try in 1956, but won on:

The same decision is reported !thousnnds of words to Welch|  His most recent exploit, as

oled 'his second attempt in 1958,

to have been reached by the and the Birch society in re-jhead of the inlernal security

committee on un-American !cent weeks.
activities, headed by Rep.\ “The press has
Francis E. Walter [D., Pa.], dous publie weapo

which investigates subver-llic d i ok NG $tioa !l be;u-;
Ppareved fier i3elease 200 i m&mz&&oﬁ)ﬂ 1 m%%%?%???ﬁ mant-|

. Dodd knows, however, that |has used it effectively in the facturing war missiles. HisJ
\e\ can expect vitriolic\criti- case of the Birch society.

subcommittee, was exposure.
a tremen-fof a commerce department
n for pub-'license permitling the ship-

‘efforts canceled the license. !




